
Meeting Announcement - 
March 15, 2006 
Annual AIHA/ASSE Joint 
Luncheon 
 
Join us Wednesday, March 15 for our 
Annual "AIHA / ASSE Joint 
Luncheon" with guest speaker, Robert 
Wheeler - President of Industrial 
Environmental Health Consultants, 
Ltd.   
 
The topic of discussion will be The 
History of Exposure Limits and the 
Future Regulatory Climate.  The 
meeting will be held at the Greentree 
Holiday Inn from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
 
About Robert Wheeler: 
 
⇒ Worked as Industrial Hygienist for 

35+ years and is a graduate of West 

Virginia University (WVU) with a 
B S  a n d  M S  i n  C i v i l  & 
Environmental Engineering and 
Harvard MPH. 

⇒ Retired from NIOSH as a Public 
Health Service Officer and has 
worked as a consultant or Professor 
at WVU for past 15 years.   

⇒ Primary area of interest has been in 
the furniture, glass, steel, foundry 
and mining industries. 

⇒ Past Chairman of ACGIH and 
currently President of the AIH 
Foundation. 

⇒ Member of AIHA and ASSE; 
Honorary Member of ACGIH. 

 
This annual luncheon is a great way to 
catch up with old friends and meet 
some new ones too!  We hope you can 
attend! 
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AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL 
HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 

Pittsburgh Local Section Newsletter 
March 2006 http://www.aiha.org/pittsburgh.htm 

Date / Time: Wednesday, March 15, 2006 
11:30 a.m. to Approx. 1:30 p.m. 
Lunch at 11:30, Presentation at 12:30 

Location: Holiday Inn Greentree 
401 Holiday Drive 
Greentree - Pittsburgh PA 15220 
(412) 922-8100 

Topic: The History of Exposure Limits and the Future Regulatory 
Climate 

Cost: $20.00 (includes lunch buffet) 

To Register: 
 

Please register using our online registration form.  You 
can also register by phone or email; contact Christy 
Kirsch at 724-941-5084 or ckirsch11@verizon.net.  
Registration deadline is Monday, March 13. 

Executive and Section 
Committee Members: 
President 
John R. Holleran, CIH, P.E. 
ENSR International 
412-261-2910 
jholleran@ensr.com 
President-Elect 
David  W. Chan, CIH, CSP 
Seagate Technology 
412-918-7027 
david.wh.chan@seagate.com 
Secretary 
Frank J. Pokrywka, CIH 
University of Pittsburgh 
412-624-8641 
fpokrywka@ehs.pitt.edu 
Treasurer 
Paula D. Durkota 
Duquesne University 
412-396-4763 
durkota@duq.edu 
Past President 
Julie M. Panko, CIH 
ChemRisk, Inc. 
412-281-6900, ext. 1020 
jpanko@chemrisk.com 
Directors 
George H. Bender, CIH 
Duquesne University 
412-396-5329 
Benderg@duq.edu 
Gar Moody, CIH 
RMH Corporation 
724-266-4438 
gmoody@netsens.com 
Newsletter Coordinator 
Daniel Hagerty 
OMNOVA Solutions 
330-628-6572 
daniel.hagerty@omnova.com 
Corresponding Secretary and  
Web Coordinator 
Christy Kirsch 
724-941-5084 
ckirsch11@verizon.net 
PIHC Representatives 
Thomas L. Blank, CIH, CSP, Chairperson 
L. Robert Kimball & Assoc. 
412-262-5400 
blankt@lrkimball.com 
Bernard Quinn, CIH 
AM Health & Safety, Inc. 
412-429-0560 
bquinn@amhealthandsafety.com 
Fred Elbel, CIH 
Reliant Energy  
724-934-4249 
felbel@reliant.com 
National AIHA Board Coordinator 
Cathy Padolewski—440-836-7454 



Local Section Elections - 
The Results are In! 
 
Thank you to the 67+ members who used our 
Online Election Ballot!  The results of the 2006-
2007 election are as follows:   
 
President-Elect:  

Glynnis Bowman  
Treasurer: 

Paula Durkota (returning for 2nd term) 
Director: 

Dan Flanagan 
 

2006-2007 Officers will be installed at our May 
2006 Business Meeting.  Congratulations to the 
new officers! 
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February 15 Local Section Meeting  
Review 
Submitted by Frank Pokrywka, Secretary 
 
Thank you to the 23 members and guests who attended 
our February 15 meeting.  Steven Davis, Executive 
Director of the National AIHA was our Guest Speaker 
for the annual “President’s Luncheon” at the LeMont 
Restaurant in Pittsburgh.  Steven spoke of AIHA con-
cerns, accomplishments, cost reducers and “State of 
the Union”.  My notes of the discussion/presentation 
included:   
  
♦ AIHA is in a sound financial position and has 

taken steps to run more efficiently. 
♦ Still discussing merging of the AIHA, or at least 

cooperating with, other like organizations like 
AWMA, Health Physics Society, ACGIH, ASSE, 
and CHMM. 

♦ The merger of the ACGIH and AIHA journals was 
successful and at a substantial cost savings. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Happy  St. Patrick’s Day !  
Friday, March 17 

Built to Industrial Scientific’s highest quality and reliability standards, 
GasBadge® Pro provides a lifetime of gas hazard protection with more 
features than any other single gas monitor available. Interchangeable 
“smart” sensors enable the GasBadge® Pro to be quickly adapted to 
monitor unsafe levels of oxygen or any one of the gases noted . 

 
GasBadge® Pro communicates directly 
via an infrared interface to optional 
accessories like the Docking Station™, Datalink and 
infrared printer to further simplify and automate 
calibration, function (bump) testing and data 
downloading. Standard STEL and TWA readings, and 
logging of up to one year of survey data are featured along 
with an event-logger that records the past 15 alarm events. 

GasBadge® Pro Dockable Single Gas Monitor 
CO, H2S, O2, NO2, SO2, NH3, Cl2, ClO2, PH3 

Features: 
◊ One year datalogging capacity 

(minimum) 
◊ Standard STEL and TWA 
◊ Docking Station™ compatible 
◊ Lifetime warranty 
◊ Minimum 2,600 hours continuous opera-

tion from replaceable CR2 Lithium bat-
tery 

◊ Powerful audible alarm complemented 
by vibrating and visual alarms, stan-
dard 

◊ Backlit display 
◊ PPM or % by volume readout 
◊ “Go/No Go” display mode 
◊ User adjustable alarm and calibration 

gas setpoints 
◊ Water resistant 

Call N
ow for a 

Demonstra
tion! 
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♦ Adding electronic archives for the journal back to 
1970s to aid in research studies. 

♦ AIHA is a graying profession with most CIHs 
from the baby-boom generation. Concerned with 
what will happen when this generation retires. 

♦ The New Leadership workshops are proving in-
valuable in training new leaders.  AIHA receiving 
many commitments from attendees to become of-
ficers and committee chairs at the national and 
local levels. Steve is encouraged that our young 
members are committed to growing profession-
ally. 

♦ Like many safety and health organizations, AIHA 
having a hard time attracting new members. 

♦ The next generations of safety and health profes-
sionals seeing the need to be well rounded in 
many different aspects of EH&S and are not fo-
cusing their efforts on industrial hygiene or CIH 
certifications. 

♦ A question was raised that CIH certifications tests 
are becoming so difficult to pass and that there are 
fewer and fewer opportunities for study and learn-

ing that many are forgoing even attempting the 
test.       

♦ Dues costs are in line with other organizations 
♦ Books and other publications are still big money 

makers for AIHA   
♦ AIHA administrative costs are significantly lower 

than most like organizations 
♦ Dues accounts for a surprisingly small % of AIHA 

income (something like less than 15% but not 
sure) 

♦ Lobbying and legal efforts are paying off in small 
but significant benefits like recognition of the CIH 
designation as an expert in certain areas of health 
and safety regulations and also title protection 

♦ I asked a question when ABIH is going to update 
their website to allow online recordkeeping of cer-
tification maintenance points to ease the process 
of submittals. 

♦ The AIHCE meeting in Chicago is going to be a 
costly affair but we are hoping to break even with 
higher attendance and vendor income.  Going con-
current with Vent 2006 and providing the two 
symposiums will help us cut cost and attract new 
members. 

Local Section Meeting Review 
(Continued from page 2) 
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Member News  
 
Local section member John J. Rindy has been ap-
pointed Dean of Educational Outreach at Thiel Col-
lege. Rindy, who began his duties at Thiel on Jan. 
16, will oversee the college’s academic outreach op-
portunities including possibilities in continuing edu-
cation, early intervention, dual enrollment for high 
school students and technology-based distance learn-
ing.  Rindy holds an associate in applied business, a 
bachelor of science and a master of public health, all 
from Youngstown State University.  Since 2002 he 
has served as an adjunct professor in the Geology 
and Environmental Studies Department and Health 
Professions Department at his alma mater, during 
which time he also developed new web-based and 
interactive distance learning courses toward a pro-
gram in terrorism and public time under ‘Thiel Col-
lege’ health. Prior to his teaching duties at Youngs-
town State University, he spent many years in the 
field of environmental science and health.  Most re-

cently, Rindy served as quality assurance manager 
and program director at U.S. Micro-Solutions, Inc., 
in Greensburg, Pa., where he acted as the Director of 
Education and Program Development for the IDL 
Technical Training -Center.  Prior to that he served 
as an environmental project manager for Corning 
Industrial Laboratories, Youngstown and American 
Analytical Laboratories, Akron.  Rindy’s career also 
includes experience in occupational and acute health-
care administration as he served as Chief Operating 
Officer for PennBrook Professional Group Inc., and 
its sister company Primecare Nevada, Inc. during 
1997 to 2000.  
 
Welcome to new member, Jay Brown who joined 
last month and also attended our February meeting.  
Jay is a CIH and works as a Senior Health Scientist 
for Chemrisk, Inc. located in Pittsburgh.  He is also a 
member of the National AIHA and ASSE. 

Thanks to our Corporate Sponsors!  
 
Once again, we’d like to thank the following organi-
zations who support the AIHA - Pittsburgh Section 
through Corporate Sponsor contributions: 
 

Air Maintenance Technologies, Inc. 
AM Health & Safety, Inc. 

ChemRisk, Inc. 
Draeger Safety, Inc. 

Galson Laboratories, Inc. 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 

Premier Safety & Service, Inc. 
Pro-Am Safety, Inc. 
RJ Lee Group, Inc. 

Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc.  
SKC, Inc. 

U.S. Micro-Solutions, Inc. 
 
The generous support of these organizations allows the  
Local Section to provide our members with monthly pro-
grams related to developments in the Industrial Hygiene 
Profession.  The contributions also help to defray the op-
erating costs of our local section. 
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February Meeting Attendance 
 
The February 15 meeting was attended by 22 members 
and 1 guest who enjoyed an “awesome” lunch, great 
presentation and good company!  Thanks to the following 
people who joined in welcoming guest speaker and 
National AIHA Executive Director, Steven Davis, to 
Pittsburgh: 
 
♦ Loren Anderson, PPG Industries, Inc. 
♦ George Bender, Duquesne University (Director) 
♦ Karroll Booth 
♦ Glynnis Bowman 
♦ Jay Brown, ChemRisk, Inc. 
♦ David Chan, Seagate Technology (President-Elect) 
♦ Ed Conrad, Bayer MaterialScience 
♦ Barbara Cummings, Bayer MaterialScience 
♦ Paula Durkota, Duquesne University (Treasurer) 
♦ Dan Flanagan, Port Authority of Allegheny County 
♦ Carl Heinlein, American Contractors Insurance Grp. 
♦ John Holleran, ENSR International (President) 
♦ Joe Hughes, IAQ Training Institute 
♦ Joe Kuchnicki, PSI, Inc. 
♦ Herb Layman, US Micro-Solutions, Inc. 
♦ Stan Liang, KTA-Tator, Inc. 
♦ Gar Moody, RMH Corporation (Director) 
♦ Julie Panko, ChemRisk, Inc. (Past-President) 
♦ Frank Pokrywka, University of Pittsburgh (Secretary) 
♦ Keith Rickabaugh, RJ Lee Group, Inc. 
♦ Margaret Samways 
♦ Bob Soule, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
♦ Cliff Zlotnick, Microban (Guest)    

Not Getting Enough CM Points?? 
Submitted by David Chan, President-Elect 
 
Do you need points for CIH maintenance?  If there is a 
course that gives you 4.5 CM points and does require any 
out of town travel and 5 days away from your work, 
would you want to attend?  Especially if the cost is less 
than $80 per CM point.   
 
Actually you could have completed most of CIH mainte-
nance requirement for 2005 if you had participated in all 
our local section sponsored opportunities, and that would 
have only cost you $355 for the total of 4.5 points!    
 
We are trying to bring the same level of benefit to our lo-
cal section members in 2006 again, but you need to join 
in, make suggestions, and may be helping out with some 
events.  This is YOUR professional organization in which 
your contribution can really make a difference.  
 

Decontaminating PPE is Subject of New 
Document from AIHA 

Pengfei Gao, of the NIOSH National Personal Protective 
Technology Laboratory, is the lead author of Guidelines 
for the Decontamination of Chemical Protective 
Clothing and Equipment, recently published by the 
American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA). Dr. 
Gao is a member of AIHA’s Protective Clothing and 
Equipment Committee. The guidelines offer 
methodologies for decontaminating chemical protective 
clothing (CPC) and equipment, including the most current 
practices for regulatory compliance, decontamination 
work plans, waste management, hazard and risk 
assessments, CPC reuse, quality assurance, and training. 
Dr. Gao's participation provided a means for NIOSH's 
research and expertise on protective clothing and 
equipment to be incorporated into the guidelines. The 
views and policies expressed in the guidelines do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of NIOSH. 
Ordering information can be found on the AIHA Web site 
under AIHA Marketplace, http://www.aiha.org. 
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Newsletter Information: Do you have a submittal for our 
monthly newsletter?  Your input on industrial hygiene topics 
is encouraged and should be sent to Dan Hagerty, 
Newsletter Coordinator.  Calendar events, member activities, 
job postings or items that may be of general interest to our 
members may also be submitted.  Credit will be given to 
writers.   All submittals are approved by the Newsletter 
Committee prior to publication.  The newsletter is published 
monthly (Sept. to May), generally before the 15th of each 
month.  The deadline for submittals is the 5th of each month.  
Newsletter files (Adobe pdf) are posted on our website and 
can be read / printed as needed.  If you wish to receive the 
newsletter via U.S. Mail, contact Christy Kirsch.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
AIHA Pittsburgh Section Upcoming 

Meetings: 
April 27, 2006:  10:30–11:00 AM 

Robert Wheeler Presents on American 
Industrial Hygiene Foundation 

Four Points Sheraton North, Mars 
(same day/location as ASSE Safety 

Expo).  Cost $10 
May 2006: Business Meeting Date/Time 

to be announced. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 

In partnership with Shannon Safety Products 
 
 
 

PRESENTS A DAY-LONG SAFETY SEMINAR 
THURSDAY – APRIL 27, 2006    7:30 AM—4:30 PM FOUR POINTS SHERATON NORTH - MARS  

  
 

ASSE MEMBERS 
COST FOR THIS 
EVENT WILL BE  

$25.00* 
 

 
*APPLICATION HAS BEEN 

MADE FOR ALL 
ATTENDEES TO RECEIVE 
0.6 CEUs – FEE WILL BE 
CHARGED IF CEUs ARE 

GRANTED.  IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND 
AND NOT RECEIVE THE 

CEUs, THERE IS NO COST 
TO ATTEND. 

 
 
 

Registration will begin 
in early March.  

Please visit the WPA 
ASSE website for 

registration information. 
(www.wpa-asse.com)  
or email Pam Ferrante 

pam@jcsafety.com 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
7:30-8:30 AM Registration/Continental Breakfast 

7:30-4:00  Vendor exhibition 

Session #1:  8:30-9:30  Heinz W. Ahlers, MS, JD – Technical Branch Chief, NIOSH   
“Respirator Use in Construction” 

Session #2:  9:00-10:00 Phil Smith – Weapons of Mass Destruction Coordinator, Pittsburgh FBI  
“The FBI and the War on Terrorism”  

Session #3:  9:45-10:45 Fran Sehn, MS, CSP – Assistant Vice President Risk Management -  
Hilb Rogal & Hobbs “Strategic Risk Management – A Four Step Approach” 

Session #4:  10:30-11:30 Dennis McGee – Special Agent, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
“FMCSA Regulations Update for Fleet Safety” 

Session #5:  11:00-12:00 Pamela Ferrante, CSP, CHMM – Owner, J&C Safety Consultants  
“Minimizing Incidents in an Aging Workforce” 

Session #6:  12:30-1:30 John Engler  - Faculty Member- Safety Sciences Department - Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania “Hearing Conservation Programs- Requirements, Benefits, Chal-
lenges and Compliance” 

Session #7:  1:00-2:00 Bob Syzmanski – Area Director – Department of Labor and Industry - OSHA 
“Regional and National OSHA Update” 

Session #8:  1:45-2:45 Steve Frank, P.E. – Project Manager – American Geosciences, Inc.  
“Environmental Permits” 

Session #9:  2:30-3:30 Bob McClay, CSP – Private Safety Consultant “Practical Issues in LOTO” 

Session #10:  3:00-4:00 Fran Sehn, MS, CSP – Assistant Vice President Risk Management -  
Hilb Rogal & Hobbs “Strategic Risk Management – A Four Step Approach” 

Buffet Lunch:  11:30-1:30  

AIH
A 

Members 

Welco
me! 


