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Pittsburgh AIHA Sponsors at The local water reports and analyzed them. He

Pittsburgh Regional Science & then collected samples from public sources
Engineering Fair around Allegheny County, including schools,

Article Submitted by Paula Sweitzer, Photos by shops, restaurants and his home. The water
Maureen Sammons (Pgh. AIHA Judges) samples were tested to determine the levels of
various water quality parameters. He
March 26, 2010,pur_chased test kits to test for pH, dlssol\_/ed
olids, etc. Robert would like to be a Marine
meday.

On Friday,
P\ The Pittsburgh RegionalP
/-7 Science and Engineering Fait®
N/ celebrated its 71st year of ope|
competition of research .
projects in the fields of science, mathematig |-
and engineering at Heinz Field. Thi =
competition is open to all students in gradeslm
12 from the 26 counties within Westerl]
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The Scieng
Fair has been a Pittsburgh tradition sing
1940. It is also the third oldest science fair
the United States under the affiliation
Society for Science and the Public, whig
facilitates the International Science a
Engineering Fair.

Sophia Lee attends Carson Middle Schoal in

The AIHA Local Section is a sponsor judgée North Allegheny School District. Her
each year at this event. Sponsors of tAd 0j ect ~was entitl ed
Science Fair send representatives to selectthe r mi nat or 0. Spohi a
winning science fair project(s) in its field oflirection of her science teacher Mr. Harvey.
interest. A cash award is given to the studép@phia wanted to see the pH of different types
in the name of the organization. The judgeé water affected the growth of spirogyra
this year were Maureen Sammons, Fraﬂlgae. She used rain, tap and distilled water at
Pokrywka, Dan Flanagan and myself, Pawé&ls of 4, 5, 6, and 7. Sophia had some great
Sweitzer. After reading through hundreds Bfctures to demonstrate her findings. Sophia
abstracts, we had a chance to view the proje&@ld like to be a doctor someday.

while the students were eating lunch. Then
were able to narrow it down further and h
the opportunity to interview the students
discuss their projects. This year we focus
on the Junior Division (6th grade student
Our two finalists were Robert Grumski a
Sophie Lee.

Robert Grumski attends Ingomer Midd
School in the North Allegheny School Distrig-#
Hi s project wa s en ‘-
Wat er Safe in All egf=
worked under the direction of his science
teacher Mr. Basilone. Robert wanted to kndwongratulations to both winners!!!
how safe his drinking water was, so he took
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March Meeting B 7 J@EN Dr. Janet Stout, Director

Review

Submitted by Julie Panko, CIH
Director i Pittsburgh AIHA

Pathogens

of Special
Laboratory also spoke to the meeting attendees. Dr.
Stout presented new information on the Epidemiology,
Clinical Syndromes, Monitoring for Legionella and the

SNTA Disinfection of Wat er Sys
The World Health Organization (WHO) indicates tHaease. Dr. Stout explained that while most people

poor water quality continues to pose a major threa® 9 S0ci ate |l egionnaireds di
human health, claiming the lives of more than io®ers, the most common location of LD outbreaks are

million people every year. While much of the work spitals and other headtare settings, with thousands
the WHO s focused on mortality from diarrhea cau$égases occurring since 1990. It is thought that more
by contaminated drinking water supplies and vecthan 60% of hospital water systems are colonized with
borne diseases such as malaria, bi0|ogi@gionella, however, routine water testing is not widely
contamination of water sources in developed natior@0Re- Dr. Stout described the proactive approach that
also a of critical importance. The U.S. Center B¢ Allegheny County Health Department espouses and
Disease Control (CDC) list 34 bacterial, 41 parasitfc @doption by the Pittsburgh VA in controlling LD
and 29 viral diseases caused by exposure to biologi¢iiy

contaminated waterhftp://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/
disease/type.html A big THANKS to Herb Layman and Dr. Stout for very

interesting, although somewhat unnerving presentations

The Pittsburgh AIHA section hosted an afterng®rihe microorganisms around us!
meeting on March 24 regarding two biological

contaminants of concern. Herb Layman, President B ABIH CM Approval No. for this event is 10-

Technical Manager of U.S. MicroSolutions

presented an overview of Nontuberculo
Mycobacteria (NTM): New Information &
Their Emergence as Important Hums
Pathogens. He explained that this group
mycobacterium contains more than 13
recognized species that live in soil as w¢
as in treated and untreated water sourc
The pathogenic nature of NTM wa
recognized by 1890 as a disease disti
from turberculosis (caused b
mycobacterium tuberculosis). The NT
have been isolated in a variety of drinki
and recreational water sourciesncluding
surface and groundwater, faucet
showerhead & ice machines, hot tubs a
swimming pools, fish tanks, cooling towe
and peritoneal dialysis machines. T
NTM related disease is predominant
found in women >60 years of age with
underlying risk factors. Two types o
NTM disease have been observed, o
which involves slow growing mycobacteri
and one that is related to the fast growi
kind. Herb described some interesti
cases and how they were ultimate
diagnoses. Herb also reviewed the 20
WHO document on Dampness and Mou
in the Indoor Environment.

2080 for 1/2 point.

LN
/ tQ‘x

U.S. Micro-Solutions, Inc.

Environmental Microbiology Laboratory

WAW.UsmMiCro-solumions.com

Nontuberculous Mycobacteria (NTM)
comprises a multi-group of
environmental organisins with over
120 recognized species.

Of all currently described NTM 60%
cause human disease.

Major ecologic niches for NTM:

* Drinking water systems, surface
and ground water, cooling towers,
hot tubs, swirnming pools, metal-
working fluids.

It is believed that workers handling
metal-working fluids may be exposed
to aerosols; especially of the bacterial
genus Mycobacterium.

NTM have been implicated in
hypersensitivity pneumonitis.

Hypersensitivity pneumonitis is the
underlying or contributing cause of
approximately 290,000 deaths in U.S.
each year.

Fungi e Bacteria e Legionella Serogrouping e Mycobacterial Species ID by DNA Analysis
Call today concerning the bacterial ecology

o Suverc of your plant environment! 5
_ Phone: 1-877-876-4276 CDC

So much more than just an environmental microbiciogy laboratory!

AlHA Accredited Laborstory COC Elite Program



http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/disease/type.html
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/disease/type.html
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PREMIER

SAFETY & SERVICE, Inc.

Top
Sellers
Catalog

Eye, Ear & Head
Protection
Protective Apparel
lechnical Safety
Personal Care &
Prevention

Work Zone Safety

Federal
Agencies
Welcome

CCR Registered
Cage Code:

1R4X7

For a complimentary 144 page catalog,
please contact us at 1-800-828-1080
or premier(@premiersafety.net.

Two Industrial Park Drive, Oakdale, PA 15071 | Phone: (800) 828-1080 | Fax: (800) 828-1090
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V4 AIHA Pittsburgh Member Named 1999. Tom also served on the St. Louis Local Section

porcing woker i N ational AIHA Fellow as Secretary and DirectoHe has been a member the
national AIHA Employment Services Committee since

1997 (he was also active from 198B993) and the

On April 27, the American Industrial Hygieney,onershin Committee since 200He is currently

Association announced that 27 AIHA members ha
been named 2010 Fellow Award

winners. ﬁ' :{' % ‘!, Tom will be presented with an award during the

Among the new 2010 AIHA Fellows EGrate6§3|o pdn;a ntos Reception at
is Pittsburgh AIHA Member anc i _

current Director,Thomas L. Blank,
CIH, CSP who was nominated b
members of our Pittsburgh Loc
Section.

Next Local Section Meeting:

annual Pgh. AIHA Business Meeting to be held in

Tom is Vice President and Operations Manager fof 9UNe. The purpose of the meeting is to go oyer
Robert Kimball & Associates, Inc.  He has been| activities of the past year and plan the meeting
active member of the AIHA since 1984, serving bq  schedule and programs for the upcoming yefr.
at the national and local level.He has served aj

President of the St. Louis Local Section from 1987 All Members Are WelcDetails To Follow
1988 and the Pittsburgh Local Section from 1998

HELP LogIn Clerk Position
WANTED Available Nanotechnology

Professional Service Industries, Inc. in Grgen
Tree, PA has a permanent pérne Login
Clerk position available in their Industrial
Hygiene Laboratory.

Visit us at the AlHce 2010 Expo to
The hours are 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Monday through Fridays. This personi$| 1€arn more about your nanoparticles
responsible for picking up samples from f
FedEx hub (located on Vista Park Drive dfi . . z

of the Campbells Run Road exit) and And to sign up to win an iPOD Touch!
delivering them to the lab. The samples Wil
then be sorted and entered into an Acce$s

based database. The rate is $10 per houf, Denver, Colorado

_ : May 24 - May 26
Strong computer skills are desired, and mjyst
provide own transportation.

Interested candidates should send their
resume to:

Maureen Sammons
PSI, Inc.
National Industrial Hygiene Laboratory
850 Poplar Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
No phone calls please. Your‘Local Full R] LeeGroup, Inc.
PSI, Inc. is an EOE M/F/D/V Service IH Laboratory www.rjlg.com - 1-800-860-1775

{fie Past Chair of the Employment Services Committee.

The Program Committee is currently organizing the

/
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Eleven AIHA members had the privilege of touring the
North Shore Connector, the newest addition to the Port
Aut horitydés Light Rail Tr ans
were accompanied by our knowledgeable tour guide, Joe
Schmid, an intern for T+Gold Construction and current
student at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

---------------

We began our tour at the
made our way underground and under river toward
nGener al Robinson Statio
AfGat eway Stationodo site.

Along the way, Joe pointed out some interesting facts

about the North Shore Connector project:

8 I'tds approximately 1.25 mi
tiono to the fAAll egheny St

8 A new administrative/maintenance area is being con-
structed at the AGener al R

8 The lowest point of the bored tunnel is approximately
60 feet (30 feet of earth and 30 feet of river).

8 Port Authority is hopeful that this project will con-
tinue to other destinations within Allegheny County,
including the ultimate goal of connecting to the Pitts-
burgh International Airport.

8 The project is on time and on budget. Port Authority

is expecting that the first ride to the North Shore will
be January 2012.

Additional information regarding the North Shore Connec-
tor project may be found on
http://www.portauthority.org/PAAC/tabid/281/

Default.aspx

Many thanks to our fellow member and Presie€lsct,
Dan Flanagan, for coordinating this once in a lifetime op-
portunity.


http://www.portauthority.org/PAAC/tabid/281/Default.aspx
http://www.portauthority.org/PAAC/tabid/281/Default.aspx

