Gulf Coast Section (GCS) – AIHA Board Meeting

Minutes from January 21, 2010 Meeting

Present:

Dora James – President

Alan Rosas – President Elect
Denton Crotchett - Treasurer 

David Rose – Secretary

Jan Koehn – Continuing Education Committee Director

Gerry Luther – Public Affairs/Regulatory Affairs Committee Director

I. President’s Report 

Quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 3:57 PM.  
The previous meeting (November 19, 2009) minutes were reviewed and approved.    

II. President-Elect Report

Alan discussed the following upcoming 2010 events:

AIHA, Gulf Coast Section Meetings:

· Jan 21st: Bow-Tie Technique for Risk Assessment.
· March 18th:  Noise Lecture, 3M
· April: Emergency Response Hands-On- 1 day (Proposed)
· May 20th: EMS Software Application (Gary Reznicek)

· July15th: Open 
· The response from our membership survey rated IH and Emergency Response #1.  Dora will follow-up on an April suggestion for the Woodlands Firehouse to host a 1 day PDC for hands on Emergency Response.  The OSHA Latino Conference is scheduled for April 14 thru 17 so we will try to set the PDC for the week of April 26.
· The July meeting date is open. Alan proposed the 1 day PDC on Basic Electrical Safety with application of NFPA 70E by Paul Zoubek.  David proposed a 2/3 day Practical Noise Control Engineering Webinar by Dennis Driscoll.
· For Vendor’s Night in September, we need to start planning with the ASSE now!  We need to attend their Feb 4 meeting and have our planning committee discuss options with their planning members.  Tell them we need feedback by March 1 or go ahead with our own plans.  To see how well we work together, Alan suggested we see if they might be interested in co-sponsoring the July PDC.  We also want to have a PDC around Vendor’s Night.  Topics could include Confined Space in Construction or Combustible Dust.
· For our November Dinner Meeting, we are undecided as to whether to invite Aaron Tripler.
ASSE Gulf Coast Chapter Meetings:

· Upcoming meetings will be held: Feb 4, March 4, April 1, May 6 and June 3.

The speaker for the Feb meeting will be Kathy Harkey with ICU Safety.  They are not sure of the topic she will present.  The April speaker will be Jennifer Sutter with Harris County Emergency Management and she will talk about Pandemic and Emergency Preparedness.  Currently, the March and May speakers have not confirmed.  June is the Awards and Honors special meeting and there will be a special speaker - TBD.

AIHA North Texas Coming Meetings:

· Jan 14th Fuddruckers  in Grapevine TX –local section monthly meeting---Ergonomics---5 to 7  pm 

· February 18th---full day IAQ Seminar hosted by Tracey Bramlett, IHST---there is only room for 20 chairs at his place, so it is currently only NTS AIHA CIHs/CAIHs invited, but we will open it up to anyone else on February 15th if there are open slots  (1.25 CM points approved) 

· April 23rd---full day IH Seminar at UTA ---Speakers include Aaron Tripler and others 

April 14 to 17, 2010, Safety Latino Conference, OSHA, Houston, Texas

III. Secretary’s Report

David reported the following:

· Website updates are continuing with our AIHA Webmaster, Thursa La.  Two new jobs (Huntsman and Boeing) were posted to the Job Board.  Thursa and the previous AIHA Webmaster do not know how to repair our website RSVP.  We will continue to have members RSVP to david.t.rose@nasa.gov.”  Work is on-going with Arnold Anderson to maintain contact/membership list up-to-date and aligned with GCS Yahoo account e-mail distribution list.  There are 172 contact members, 46 of which have paid their membership for 2010.  We currently only have dues-paid information from National through November.
· The GCS Operations manual needs to be updated.  Dora/David to red-line and to submit to membership for a vote. 

· We need an updated 2010 Calendar to post to our website.  Dora will provide.
IV. Treasurer’s Report

Denton reported the following:

· The balance in our Merrill Lynch checking account is $11, 355.80 as of the end of December.
· The funds will be used to maintain cost effective PDC/CE courses.  Plans are also pending to increase scholarship funding.

· Tonight’s speaker will receive a $50 gift card to Pappa’s Restaurants 

· Denton will contact Thursa to add the Authorize.net “Pay Now” buttons to the Next Meeting RSVP page ($20) and the Membership ($25) page. 

V. Director’s/Committee Reports

A. Program Committee 

Upcoming programs discussed during President Elect’s report above

B. Membership Committee 

No report received.   
C. Nominations & Awards Committee
No report received.  Angel has solicited nominations for the Hammond Award.

D. Continuing Education
Jan reported the CE committee will meet 1st or 2nd week in Feb.  Ideas for 2010 courses include:

· Workplace Exposure Assessment: follow-up to last years’ course

· IH and Emergency Response

· CIH review course this summer 

Jan reported that Janet Wiiki (ICU) will have an Ethics Course in Feb.

Dora reported the PCIH is Oct 9th in Ft.Worth.
E. Public Affairs Committee
Gerry reported the following:

· The Houston Chronicle advertisement is doing some good.  He had three phone calls recently related to the advertisement. 
· After we finalize our 2010 calendar of events, he will place it in the Business and Industry Connection (BIC) Journal. 
· Sadler Training contacted him recently and was interested in presenting to local section.

· The AIHA has a new radio show.

· The HISD Science Fair is Friday March 12. We will present three awards in Medical Health, Environmental Science and Engineering.  Dennis Casserly will lead the volunteers again.  Volunteers will be reimbursed for meals by the local section. 

Dora reported that the ACHMM is interested in joining the judging.
F. Student Affairs Committee
No report received.  David to ensure current President Kyle Adcock is on our distribution list.
VI. New Business

No new business to report.

Dora to announce tonight:

· Our Calendar and short list of upcoming events
· Request nominations for Pres. Elect, Secretary and Nominations and Award Committee Director

· Request Science Fair volunteers

· AIHA’s new radio show

Adjournment 5:23 PM

