Gulf Coast Section (GCS) – AIHA Board Meeting

Minutes from March 18, 2010 Meeting

Present:

Dora James – President

Alan Rosas – President Elect
Denton Crotchett - Treasurer 

David Rose – Secretary

Arnold Anderson – Membership Committee Director

Kevin Wallace – Incoming President Elect
Tom Samson – Incoming Nominations and Awards Committee Director

I. President’s Report 

Quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 3:53 PM.  
Dora welcomed new officers – Kevin Wallace and Tom Samson.

The previous meeting (January 21, 2010) minutes were reviewed and approved.
Dora discussed upcoming GCS-AIHA 8-hour PDC entitled, “Changes in Emergency Response & Industrial Hygiene Instruments, Technology and PPE.”   The PDC will occur April 29 at the Huntsman Advanced Technology Center.  Registration begins April 1 and the cost is $25. CM points will be requested.  Information will be forthcoming on the GCS Websites.  
Dora received ABIH CM point approval letters for the Nov.’09 (Government Affairs) and Jan.’10 (Bow-Tie Diagrams) meetings.   Both were approved for 0.17 CM points.  The letters will be posted to the GCS Website.
Dora stated that the GCS won an award from National AIHA for a local section membership recruitment campaign.  The GCS won a free live teleweb or archived AIHA teleweb, which will be shown later in the year. 

Dora was contacted by the new Director of the Southwest Center for Environmental and Occupational Health.  The SWCEOH is sponsored by a NIOSH training grant and the new Director wants to partner with the GCS.  The SWCEOH has money to fly speakers in from NIOSH.  The speakers could potentially help with our half day PDC on Vendor’s night in September. The present theme for this PDC is Living Green, Living Well.  Topic ideas include Wind Turbine Syndrome, Chinese drywall, and Granite tabletops.
Dora discussed changing email distribution to the membership from the yahoo mail account to Constant Contact. The subscription is inexpensive.  Nonprofit organizations less than 500 members can have an email marketing subscription for about $11 a month. We could revamp our email communications and meeting notices into a newsletter format, where people could subscribe and unsubscribe. There is also a 60 day trial period.  The Board agreed to try the Constant Contact for 60 days.
Dora discussed the territory dispute created by the new Sabine Neches AIHA Local Section wanting to form in Jefferson County/Beaumont.  They wanted: Hardin, Angelina, Jasper, Jefferson, Nacogdoches, Newton, Orange, Polk, Sabine, Saint Augustine, and Shelby counties, and eastern Chambers and Liberty counties.   The GCS does not have Angelina, Nacogdoches, San Augustine, Sabine, and Shelby to give. Also, if we fail to keep Chambers and Liberty; GCS will need to change name.  The Gulf Coast footprint will shrink dramatically and we will reduce our ship channel presence. Dora proposed we offer Hardin, Jefferson, Newton, Jasper, Orange, Polk to the proposed Sabine Neches Local Section and even give Tyler and Trinity.  Doing so reduces GCS area of responsibility from 30 to 22 counties.   
The Board agreed with Dora’s proposal.
II. President-Elect Report

Alan discussed preparations for Vendor’s Night (Sept. 16, 2010):  

· Subcommittees have been formed by the local ASSE (Patricia Reed, Jay Spivak, Yaneira Saud) and us (Kevin Wallace and Alan Rosas). 

· The price of the booths will be lower than the $325 charged last year.  The vendor’s that displayed at last year’s event will receive a 20% discount this year.

· The ASSE will sponsor a PDC (Confined Space) and we will sponsor PDC (Living Green, Living Well).  Both are ½ day PDCs leading up to Vendor’s Night.

· There will be separate contracts for the PDCs and one contract for the vendor’s ballroom.

· The GCS needs to pay $500 to reserve by May 1 and so does the local ASSE.

· Alan has contacted the Business and Industry Connection (BIC) Journal leadership and will meet with them to acquire their membership list.  We will contact their members to see if interested in having booths on Vendor’s Night.

Alan proposed an 8-hour Electrical Safety PDC (Paul Zoubek’s course) for July.
Alan proposed a Combustible Dust topic for November. GCS member Gary Reznicek may be able to obtain speakers from Imperial Sugar.  
III. Secretary’s Report

David reported the following:

· David will meet with Penney next week to further clarify Secretary duties and assist with the transition.

· Work is on-going with Arnold Anderson to maintain contact/membership list up-to-date and aligned with GCS Yahoo account e-mail distribution list.  There are 213 contact members, 115 of which have paid their membership for 2010.  We currently only have dues-paid information from National through February.
· The GCS Operations manual needs to be updated.  Alan/Penney to red-line and to submit to membership for a vote. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report

Denton reported the following:

· The balance in our Merrill Lynch checking account is $13,195.40 as of Feb. 26, 2010.
· The current funds in the Chase CD are $8,347.

· The funds will be used to maintain cost effective PDC/CE courses.  Plans are also pending to increase scholarship funding.

· Tonight’s speaker will receive a $50 gift card to Pappa’s Restaurant 

· Denton will contact Thursa to add the Authorize.net “Pay Now” buttons to the Next Meeting RSVP page ($20) and the Membership ($25) page. 

V. Director’s/Committee Reports

A. Program Committee 

Some of the upcoming programs were discussed during President Elect’s report above.

Alan requested that David send the May meeting information to our new Secretary (Penney) to post on the GCS Website.

Alan will talk to Paul Zoubek to determine pricing for possible July PDC on Electrical Safety.  An alternative to the Electrical Safety PDC could be the Combustible Dust topic with speakers from Imperial Sugar.  Another option could be showing the free teleweb won from National.
B. Membership Committee 

Membership information was provided during Secretary’s report above. Arnold proposed contacting the approximate 100 people on our distribution list who have not paid dues and sending them a reminder.   
David consulted the Board on whether or not people on the yahoo mail distribution list should continue to be blind-copied.  The Board agreed with continuing the current practice. 
C. Nominations & Awards Committee
Angel will meet with Tom next week to assist with transition.  Tom has approximately $30K for scholarships depending on amount in fund.  Scholarships are typically $1000, but we may up the amount depending on the fund performance.  No scholarships were awarded last year.
Dora requested that Tom also include two year schools (i.e. San Jacinto, College of Mainland and Brazoria County) in the scholarship search.

The group discussed the two Hammond Award nominees, Tiffany Thomas (UH-Clear Lake) and Eduardo Salazar-Vega (UT-School of Public Health).  Since no Hammond Award was given last year, David proposed we provide the award to both nominees.  The Board agreed.

D. Continuing Education
No report received.

Dora discussed the Russell Bowen on-line CIH certification course. His website (http://www.bowenehs.com/cih_review.html) states that over 25% of new CIHs from Spring 2009 were Bowen EHS students. The course registration is $995.  Bowen stated that if we could obtain 5 students, he would reduce registration by $200.  Dora also proposed that the GCS offset registration by another $200, so registration would only be $595.  This would be a great deal; however, this may conflict with Jan’s CIH review course offered through the SWCEOH.  Jan’s course has been cancelled in recent years due to lack of participation.  More discussion to ensue.
E. Public Affairs Committee
No report received.

Dr. Casserly will be in attendance tonight to discuss our recent winners of the HISD Science Fair. We presented three awards in Medicine/Health, Environmental Science and Engineering.  The winners were:

· Environmental – “Get the Lead Out” by Madeline Landon

· Medicine/Health – “Brew Your Own Chemotherapy” by Jake Kornblau

· Engineering – “Click-Clack” by Nelson Geajales

Denton will give Gerry Luther a check for $695 for reimbursement for the 3 awards ($150 each) and dinner for the 10 volunteer judges.

F. Student Affairs Committee
No report received.  The Student Section President (Kyle Adcock) will be in attendance at tonight’s meeting.
VI. New Business

No new business to report.

Adjournment 5:14 PM

